fixed;

(b) Draft rules should be published or otherw se nmade publicly
avai |l abl e; and

(c) The public should be given the opportunity to coment, directly or
t hrough representative consultative bodies.

The result of the public participation shall be taken into account as far as
possi bl e.

Article 9
ACCESS TO JUSTI CE

1. Each Party shall, within the framework of its national |egislation, ensure
that any person who considers that his or her request for information under
article 4 has been ignored, wongfully refused, whether in part or in full,

i nadequat el y answered, or otherwise not dealt with in accordance with the
provisions of that article, has access to a review procedure before a court of
| aw or anot her independent and inpartial body established by |aw.

In the circunmstances where a Party provides for such a review by a court
of law, it shall ensure that such a person al so has access to an expeditious
procedure established by law that is free of charge or inexpensive for
reconsi deration by a public authority or review by an independent and
impartial body other than a court of |aw

Fi nal decisions under this paragraph 1 shall be binding on the public
authority holding the information. Reasons shall be stated in witing, at
| east where access to information is refused under this paragraph

2. Each Party shall, within the framework of its national |egislation, ensure
that nenbers of the public concerned

(a) Havi ng a sufficient interest
or, alternatively,

(b) Mai nt ai ni ng i npai rnent of a right, where the adnmnistrative
procedural law of a Party requires this as a precondition,

have access to a review procedure before a court of |aw and/or another

i ndependent and inpartial body established by aw, to challenge the
substantive and procedural |egality of any decision, act or om ssion subject
to the provisions of article 6 and, where so provided for under national |aw
and wi thout prejudice to paragraph 3 below, of other relevant provisions of
thi s Conventi on.

What constitutes a sufficient interest and inpairnment of a right shal

be determined in accordance with the requirenents of national |aw and
consistently with the objective of giving the public concerned wi de access to
justice within the scope of this Convention. To this end, the interest of any
non- gover nnental organi zati on neeting the requirenents referred to in

article 2, paragraph 5, shall be deened sufficient for the purpose of
subparagraph (a) above. Such organizations shall also be deened to have rights
capabl e of being inpaired for the purpose of subparagraph (b) above.

The provisions of this paragraph 2 shall not exclude the possibility of



a prelimnary review procedure before an adnministrative authority and shal
not affect the requirenment of exhaustion of adm nistrative review procedures
prior to recourse to judicial review procedures, where such a requirenent

exi sts under national |aw.

3. In addition and without prejudice to the review procedures referred to in
paragraphs 1 and 2 above, each Party shall ensure that, where they neet the
criteria, if any, laid down in its national |aw, menbers of the public have
access to admnistrative or judicial procedures to challenge acts and

om ssions by private persons and public authorities which contravene
provisions of its national law relating to the environnent.

4. In addition and without prejudice to paragraph 1 above, the procedures
referred to in paragraphs 1, 2 and 3 above shall provide adequate and
effective renmedies, including injunctive relief as appropriate, and be fair,

equitable, tinely and not prohibitively expensive. Decisions under this
article shall be given or recorded in witing. Decisions of courts, and
whenever possible of other bodies, shall be publicly accessible.

5.1n order to further the effectiveness of the provisions of this article
each Party shall ensure that information is provided to the public on access
to administrative and judicial review procedures and shall consider the
establ i shnent of appropriate assistance nechani sns to renove or reduce
financial and other barriers to access to justice.

Article 10
MVEETI NG OF THE PARTI ES

1. The first neeting of the Parties shall be convened no | ater than one year
after the date of the entry into force of this Convention. Thereafter, an
ordinary neeting of the Parties shall be held at | east once every two years,
unl ess otherw se decided by the Parties, or at the witten request of any
Party, provided that, within six nonths of the request being conmunicated to
all Parties by the Executive Secretary of the Econonic Conm ssion for Europe,
the said request is supported by at least one third of the Parties.

2. At their neetings, the Parties shall keep under continuous review the
i npl ementation of this Convention on the basis of regular reporting by the
Parties, and, with this purpose in nmind, shall:

(a) Revi ew the policies for and | egal and nethodol ogi cal approaches to
access to information, public participation in decision-naking and access to
justice in environnental matters, with a view to further inproving them

(b) Exchange information regardi ng experience gained in concludi ng and
i npl ementing bilateral and nmultilateral agreenents or other arrangenents
havi ng rel evance to the purposes of this Convention and to which one or nore
of the Parties are a party;

(c) Seek, where appropriate, the services of relevant ECE bodies and
ot her conpetent international bodies and specific conmittees in all aspects
pertinent to the achi evenent of the purposes of this Convention

(d) Establ i sh any subsidi ary bodi es as they deem necessary;

(e) Prepare, where appropriate, protocols to this Conventi on;

(f) Consi der and adopt proposals for amendnents to this Convention in
accordance with the provisions of article 14;



