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• The OECD provides a forum in which governments 
can work together to share experiences and seek 
solutions to common problems;

• Drawing on facts and real-life experience, we 
recommend policies, design tools and develop 
guidance to support governments on a wide range 
of issues. 

What is the OECD? 



• History: established in 1961

• Headquarters: Paris, France

Membership: 35 countries

History and Membership
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http://www.oecd.org/about/history/
http://www.oecd.org/site/conferencecentre/gettingtotheoecd.htm
http://www.oecd.org/about/membersandpartners/#d.en.194378


Programme EHS Division
Test Guidelines Programme

Good Laboratory Practice and Compliance Monitoring

Exposure Assessment Programme

Risk Management Programme

OECD/UNEP Global PFC Group
Ad Hoc Group on Substitution and Alternatives Assessment

Hazard Assessment Programme

Pesticides Programme

Biocides Programme

Chemical Accidents Programme

Pollutant Release and Transfer Registers Programme

Harmonisation of Regulatory Oversight in Biotechnology

Safety of Novel Foods and Feeds

Safety of manufactured nanomaterials

http://www.oecd.org/env/ehs/oecd-guidelines-testing-chemicals-related-documents.htm
http://www.oecd.org/countries/argentina/good-laboratory-practiceglp.htm
http://www.oecd.org/env/ehs/risk-assessment/exposureassessment.htm
http://www.oecd.org/env/ehs/risk-management/
http://www.oecd.org/env/ehs/risk-assessment/hazard-assessment.htm
http://www.oecd.org/env/ehs/pesticides-biocides/agriculturalpesticides.htm
http://www.oecd.org/env/ehs/pesticides-biocides/biocides.htm
http://www.oecd.org/env/ehs/chemical-accidents/chemicalaccidents.htm
http://www.oecd.org/env/ehs/pollutant-release-transfer-register/pollutantreleaseandtransferregisterprtr.htm
http://www.oecd.org/env/ehs/biotrack/environmentalbiosafety.htm
http://www.oecd.org/env/ehs/biotrack/foodfeedsafety.htm
http://www.oecd.org/env/ehs/nanosafety/


• Established in 2012 

• Main goal: Furthering tools and approaches to support 
decision making for the substitution of chemicals of concern

• Co-chaired by the U.S. Environmental Protection 
Agency and the European Chemicals Agency

• Members include:

– Government agencies

– Industry

– Academics 

– NGOs

• From a range of OECD countries 

OECD Ad Hoc Group on the Substitution of 

Harmful Chemicals



WHY ALTERNATIVES 
ASSESSMENT

AND 
SUBSTITUTION AT THE 

OECD



• Substitution feeds into current governments’ 
strategies to reduce risks of chemicals on 
human health and the environment;

• Increasingly included as part of policy and 
regulatory measures for the management of 
chemicals of concern (e.g. REACH, US Safer
Choice Program; California Safer Consumer 
Products Regulation);

• Also feeds into industry’s approach to 
sustainable development. 

A growing policy issue….



• Alternatives should be safer, having a 
lower hazard and risk potential, but still 
present similar performance to their 
counterpart and be economically viable 
and sustainable. 

• Substituting chemicals also goes beyond 
finding a drop-in chemical alternative and 
can include systems, materials, or process 
changes. 

But…. finding suitable alternatives to chemicals 

of concern is not a small challenge



• Several government initiatives have been 
supporting the development of 
programmes and tools to encourage AA and 
substitution;

• ….. also academics (e.g. the Lowell  Center 
for Sustainable Production); NGOs, and 
industry.

Work in progress

Increasingly, practitioners are asking for support on 
how to conduct AA and substitution in an efficient 
manner. 



• Frameworks for AA: arrangement of analyses and 
decisions that can be used to assess alternatives; 

• Tools for AA: approaches for evaluating a 
chemical, material, process, product, and/or 
technology for the purpose of attribute analysis 
within an alternatives assessment;

• And others (e.g. Principles, etc.)

See an OECD meta review of existing tools and frameworks at:

http://www.oecd.org/officialdocuments/publicdisplaydocumentpdf/?cot
e=env/jm/mono(2013)24&doclanguage=en

Guidance is being developed…

http://www.oecd.org/officialdocuments/publicdisplaydocumentpdf/?cote=env/jm/mono(2013)24&doclanguage=en


• Gather existing tools, frameworks and 
resources existing to support AA in a one 
place repository;

• Collect case studies from actual
substitution.

What could help

OECD Subsitution and Alternatives 
Assessment Toolbox (SAAToolbox)
www.oecdsaatoolbox.org

http://www.oecdsaatoolbox.org/


THE SAATOOLBOX



OECD Substitution and Alternatives 

Assessment Toolbox (SAAToolbox)

• Brings together practical resources 
on chemical substitution and 
alternatives assessments

• Development by a collaborative 
effort

– Content development led by 
technical workgroup under the 
Ad Hoc Group

– Test versions demonstrated via 
several webinars; feedback 
incorporated

• Launched in January 2015 @ 
www.oecdsaatoolbox.org

• Updated on an ongoing basis 

http://www.oecdsaatoolbox.org/






















➢Adding new alternatives assessment tools and 
data sources within the Toolselector;

➢Adding new case studies; 

➢Updating other sections in the toolbox;

➢Awareness raising activities. 

Maintaining and updating the toolbox

You can send comments on the toolbox at: 
ehscont@oecd.org

mailto:ehscont@oecd.org


• Cross Country Analysis of Approaches to 
Substitution and Alternatives Assessments;

• Workshop, 2-3 May 2018, Paris
to exchange experiences on policy, regulatory and other 
approaches used to support alternatives assessment and 
the substitution. 

Work Underway



SUPPORTING A GLOBAL 
TRANSITION TOWARD 

SAFER ALTERNATIVES TO 
PFASS 



• Group established in 2012 to facilitate the exchange of 
information on PFASs and to support a global transition 
towards safer alternatives;

• Supported jointly by OECD and UNEP, it operates under a mandate 
of the International Conference on Chemicals Management (ICCM): 

– ICCM 2 (2009) Resolution II/5, calling upon intergovernmental 
organisations, governments and other stakeholders to “consider the 
development, facilitation and promotion in an open, transparent and 
inclusive manner of national and international stewardship 
programmes and regulatory approaches to reduce emissions and the 
content of relevant perfluorinated chemicals of concern in products 
and to work toward global elimination, where appropriate and 
technically feasible”.  

• It brings together experts from OECD member and non-member 
countries in academia, governments, industry and NGOs, 
representatives from other international organisations.

The OECD/UNEP Global PFC Group 





• Contacts:
Eeva.leinala@oecd.org

Marie-ange.baucher@oecd.org

• Websites:
– http://www.oecd.org/chemicalsafety/risk-

management/

– http://www.oecdsaatoolbox.org/

For more information

mailto:Eeva.leinala@oecd.org
mailto:Marie-ange.baucher@oecd.org
http://www.oecd.org/chemicalsafety/risk-management/
http://www.oecdsaatoolbox.org/

